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State to name Cote Well polluter 
By Ariel Z. Burch/ Staff Writer 
Thursday, August 10, 2006  
 

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) says it will 
name who is responsible for perchlorate pollution of the Cote Well. 

    After MassDEP adopted new regulations for perchlorate on July 28, limiting the 
contaminant to two parts per billion and making Massachusetts the first state to 
accept such a policy, state officials began looking for the party responsible for the 
well's contamination. 

    "Besides the requirement for regular testing, the new regulations also require 
parties responsible for perchlorate contamination to notify MassDEP of the 
contamination and conduct appropriate environmental assessment and cleanup and 
for all drinking water supplies to contain no more than 2 ppb [parts per billion] of 
perchlorate," states a press release from MassDEP. 

    The Cote Well was taken offline in July 2004 after water supply sampling required 
by MassDEP at the Nutting Road Water Treatment Plant detected perchlorate at a 
level of 2.4 parts per billion. 

    MassDEP advises against pregnant women, infants and children up to the age of 
12 and people with hypothyroidism against consuming water contaminated with 
perchlorate, a highly-soluble salt often found in blasting agents. 

    According to the Westford Water Department, the source of perchlorate 
contamination was identified in the Snake Meadow Hill area located west of the Cote 
Well. 

    The Highway Department garage on North Street is located approximately one-
half mile from the Cote Well and the site of contamination can be traced to blasting 
agents used in construction of the garage, according to MassDEP. The rock quarries 
surrounding the well have also been the site of blasting for decades, according to 
MassDEP. 

    The town has been working to remove perchlorate from the well with a filter 
system installed early this summer. 

    The treatment system consists of two high-flow pressure vessels using a 
perchlorate-selective resin, which will treat the water to below one part per billion 
perchlorate. The system, designed with engineers from Comprehensive 
Environmental, Inc. of Milford, is similar to the DEP approved treatment currently 
used successfully in Millbury. 

    The system ran for about two days but was then taken offline to replace piping, 
said Environmental Compliance Manager for the Westford Water Department 
Jessica Cajigas. She said resin will be shipped this week and the filter system 
should be functional by next week. 

    "As soon as it is up and running the water will be sent to the Nutting Road 
treatment plant and it can be used immediately," Cajigas said. 

    MassDEP officials have not said when they will name the alleged polluter. 
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