Study dredges

up water worries
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.When it comes to water use,
Scituate is fast approaching ifs
withdrawal limit. So says:a
regent study of the town’s drink-
ing water conducted = by
Comprehensive_Environmental
Incorporated.

Eileen Pannetier, the p1e31dent
of the Milton-based environmen-
tal planning group told select-
men last week that Scituate resi-
dents and businesses currently.
use 1.68 million gatlons of water
per day, a number quickly near-
ing the DEPs daily water usage

permit limit for Scituate of 1.73

million gallons per day. And
additional housing developments
could well put the town over its
Limit.

Pannetier recommended the
dredging of both the Old Oaken
Bucket Pond and the town’
reservoir — across Route JA
fiom Tack Factory Pond — to
address the problem.

“You are almost at the permit
Jimit,” said Pannetier. “‘{oure Wl
the limit of development t00.”

. Pannetier gaid with an average

[ —

of 2.64 persons per household,
each of whom consumes about
80ga]lonsofwaterperday,ﬂ1e
town will reach its  permnitted
daily water withdrawal limit with

‘the construction of:237\ more

units — remdennal or commer-
cial.

With proposed dgvelopments

for hundreds of units wnently in

the planning stages in town,
Pannetier, said officials should

take  close look at:fneasures to

-of Ermronmemtf:tl¢ Protection

would issue a consent order ask-
mgthetowntoremedythe situa-
tion, said Pannetier.

The issue has been one of great
concem to Selectmen Chairman
Joseph Norton. &

“This is very unportant for the
future of this town,” -said
Selectmen Chairman Joseph
Norton, “We are within a couple
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withdrawal] limit”

Norton recommended that each
and every development that
comes before the different boards
in town should be closely exam-
ined, to prevent reaching the
water withdrawal limit or reach-
ing it before adequate measures
have been taken.

*T don’t care if it's a million dol-
lar house or a 40-B,” he said. “It’s
still 4 unit”

He added that the construction
of future developments — either
residential or commercial — will
mean a sacrifice by current resi-
dents.

We'll be doing water bans to put
in new homes, he said.

Pannetier said the town reser-
voir naturally feeds water into
0ld Oaken Bucket Pond, where it
is then accessed and treated by
the town treatment plant, and then
piped throughout the town. The
water system is bolstered by five
active wells which are connected
to the system from their locations
around town, and one more
which adds directly to the treat-
ment plant’s supply.

Pannetier said dredging™both™

the Old Oaken Bucket Pond and
the town reservoir - the primary
water source for the town -
would increase the supply and
help meet the growing demand.
Clearing sediment from the floor
of Old Oaken Bucket Pond could
add about eight million gallons
per day to the town’s supply she
said, and an additional 62 million
more gallons could be gained
from the reservoir if it is dredged.

In order for a body of water to
be dredged, Pannetier said it must
first be disconnected from the

town’s water supply system. She
recommended dredging Old

Oaken Bucket Pond first because

with that project completed, the
water supply of the expanded
pond would be enough to support
the fown’s water needs when the
much larger reservoir is taken
offline to be dredged.

Pannetier said the Old Oaken

Bucket Pond project” would

require at least two or three years
for permitting, and then one or
two more years to complete the
project, with a total price-tag .of
about $700,000. Dredging the
reservoir a few years down the
road would cost the town an est-

e

“This is very
important for the
future of this
town. We are
within a couple
hundred homes of
our [water
~ withdrawal] limit.”

Selectmen Chairman
Joseph Norton

* mated $5 million, she said.
Pannetier said another option

for the town could be the imple-
mentation of a water balance pro-
gram — like those in Weymouth
and Hingham — where develop-
ers must provide water consetva-
tion to match ‘their water
demands so current supplies last
longer.

“The way it’s been done in these
other communities has been
through conservation opportuni-
ties,” said Pannetier, who gave an
example of a developer who

—would pay for Iéak detection ser--
vices within the water system, in
order to tie into it.

Pannetier said CE! also looked
at other ways to increase the
town’s groundwater sites, and
other surface ' water options
including desalinization or pur-
chasing water from other com-
munities. The water could be

piped in through existing inter-

connecting pipes that link various
towns —angd are used mainly dur-
ing emergencies, but because
other communities are rumning
low on water as well, Pannetier
said dredging is the most viable
option for Scituate.

Scituate ~ Water Dmsnon
Supervisor Gene Babin said
desalinization and water conser-
vation efforts would be positive
for the town, and should not be
ignored, but agreed that dredging
the two bodies of water is the way
to go first.

“That’s the one achwty that
would give the, greatest yield in
water increase,” he said

Babin said a build-up of sedi--

ment has clouded the bottom of
the reservoir, and it needs to be
dredged anyway, regardless of the
water supply issue, so going
through with the clean-up would

i

benefit the town on two fronts.

Selectman Paul Reidy said he
was concemed with the figure:
that CEI used in their study
During the summer months
Reidy said the town’s populatior
increases from 18,000 to 28,00(
and he wanted to make sure this
jump was taken into considera:
tion in the group’s numbers.

Pannetier said CEI used US
census numbers that list Scituate*
general population at 17,863 resi-
dents in thetr study, and although
water usage certainly increases in
the summer months, a town
receives its water permit based on
the average daily use over the
course.of the year.

“Summer use patterns are diffi-
cult to pinpoint,” she said. Most
of the increased water use, she
added, comes from residents
watering their lawns and flowers,

or washing their cars — and if

necessary can be controlled by
water restrictions.

" Reidy said people who aren’t

adding to the need for water —
current residents and business
owners — shouldn’t be com-
pelled to pay for it. He added that
"hé"doesn’t want the issue to go
unresolved until the town has
reached its maximum withdrawal
of water, and is then forced into
making a decision to dredge or
not to dredge, or some other mea--
sures that they could voluntarily
do now.

Lance Van Lenten Duector of
the First Herring Brook
Watershed Initiative, "which
recently completed its 3-year
study of the town’s supply of sur-
face drinking water, said the town
should strongly consider not only
the amount of units in a proposed

development, but also the loca-

tion. Where a development is
built, he said is as important — if
not more — than the number of
unifs going in. As part of the
study, Van Lenten said the group
discovered 16 streams that were
either unmarked or not marked
clearly — so site locations

should ‘be closely examined

before they're approved.

Town Administrator- Richard
Agnew said he would talk with -
the town counsel ‘about putting a-
growth control mechanism into’
the zoning bylaws that would
limit the amount of new units the
town allows to be constructed
each year, to a number that would
keep Scituate under its water 1
withdrawal limit.



