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- “1 don't think these con-
SR w0 - cems extend ta the whole state
. @Exhibits: Children will.; , - yegf'l'1 helsaigl._ BRI
find activitios. oo ¢ ' i . e local water .company,
‘ﬁpd a_CtIVItIl?S.,“tQO'. ' ' ¢ I which is technically a separate
ey i . BYDAN MCLEAN, .

‘whefe we'te not going to have
- enough water for everyone to
use, We ‘watch it that close,”
said Jill Vacchiano, Merrimack

H

On Sept. 3, the Pennichuck
Watershed Council chairman
wrotlt: \?l.ll]l email stating “Merri-
d Ji cchiar ack . mack Village district is trying to

;- municipality and not u pan of |-Vlage Disict spokesman.  ° conserve water usege in par
. 7 . Tl Merr venment, | here ctome & point. because their supply can no
Sk Unloﬂ.l‘-eade"cwﬂdelﬂt-f"m BN #agnﬁggkr;ige ocum;ts i when it will be difficult'io add  meet demand.” e :
* MERRIMACK. — On Saturday - and a maximum capacity of 6.2 ,[0Te. people withouit adding ;' The district denied the asser-
~morning, the Mertimack, Vil-; . million gallons a day, Wilson ;MOte restrictiohs’ on _witer  tion. . '
- lagk District Watet Works will©  said. -+ ‘lusage,” Filller said, noting that - That is just fat-cold
‘hc,jstafoi&ﬁm,td eficouirage fes-©  If no water management Odd-Even Waterifig systém Id o' wrong,” Vacchiano said.
Idenits -tb""tonserpe " wdtkr’, controls were instituted during form bf wdlertdtionilng. © “."© Yesterday, Fuller toned
" throligh’’ pragitit " hﬁds'i:ﬁp‘-i}’ the peak usage months of July , The bést way 'to’ ‘cp_nsqrire , down his statements, acknowl-
| dng - =Rl -J!V!_]".{::JV‘,_;:E: - and August, Wilson said, the ;(j,iﬁatéi‘:.},ls? to get, residents' to - edging that the water district
- Assisted 'by 2 $14,785 ‘gfdnt! . town would exceed the 6.2 mil- i‘;t:pang‘e What is planted ini‘théir ;- had ‘a cushion during peak
' it ¥ * lion gallon limit and start ¥yards n said, And that'ls :+ months. Holding the work- -

“from the’ Departmeht 6f Emﬂ-{. ' . . h p vvlison sal 18

' ronmental Services, the town's: - drawing upon reserves — what ‘will'be Jaight on Satur- > shop, he said, is proactive and
“‘water company'.will begint 'a . which could quickly lead to an"ddy imorhing,* A I"’.‘ 4 a‘wise thingto do,” v
j ublic education ‘campaign’ to., ; -emergency situation. __"" Kentucky ~Blué” rass 15 a'  Elleen Pannetier of Compre-
E The town has a four million ‘popular grass in southern New * hensive Environmental inc,;

: keep watet_;'usage'fmm_."??“pap" :

“ingsupply. v e

* The Merrimack Village Dis-
trict Water Works free work-
shop, titled “Get Water Smart

[

: on Saturday from 8 am. to
: noon. The. workshop will be

rimack. Activities and exhibits~
- for children will be pravided. 7 - )
" According'to Brian' Wilson,”. - Ously being done because
. superintendent of the” Merri- "

| held at Radisson Hotel in Mer-- -

~mack Village District; propet
" landscaping can save substan:

' DES envircnmental program
manager, the “sprawl type de-
velopments” in Merrimack and

other towns in southern New - USeC e
Hampshire are creating highér = “We're fine wi

demands for water.

cancscaping and Lawn Care, . Hote and more _problems,

- warned Allan Fuller, chairman

* gallon and a two million gallon ‘

reservé tank.
“As we have more and more

" build-out and more and more

people, we will start seein

of the Pennichuck- Watershed
Council. -
“This (workshop} is obvi-

. there is an education process
- required,”. Fuller- said. "They
" see at some point in time.

" tial amounts of water as well as | Where demand will be beyond

. limit the amount of pesticide
- and fertilizer spread on lawns. -
According to Paul Susca, a tween éven dnd odd fitimbere d
. homes. With the plan in effect,
: 4.5 milliori_gallons a; day are

- supply.” i .

_ Merrimack ' requires the " al-

:- ternation of lawn watering be-.

used duritig ' peak -‘months:

ment plan in place,” Wilson
sald. © - L

. In off-peak periods, roughly
two million gallons are used a

. day, Wilson said.

“Thete are days when the
demand is excessive. But we
have never been in a point

my manage-.

Hampshire, he ’said, adding

' that it requires 4 lot'of watet to-

ow.
“It belongs growing in Ken-

: tucky, You need to grow New'

Hampshire native grasses,” he
. said, later adding that it is “ab-
-solutely absurd” for residents
+to'pumyp thore than two mil-
lion gallons more a month dus-
ing July and August than
-during the rest of the vear,
. Instead of large lawns, Wil-
" son said residents should have
more. bushes, shrubs, and
- trees.’ -
“Don’t try to change land-

scaping, just accept it,” he
"said. “The attitude needs to
change and we’ll do it piece by
piece. And some people will
never change.” o
~ Residents are better off giv-
ing yards “one good soaking a
week” instead every day, Susca
said, explaining that it creates
deeper root growth,

who, is often hired to conduct
studies for the district, re-
sponded to Fuller in a Sept. 4
e-mail, stating the purpose of
the workshop is' to address -
lawn watering that is “becom-
‘ing a strain on supplies and the
environment’ thro‘ughou;
southern New England.” o
-, People use large quantities.
of water combined with fertil-
izers and pesticides,  creatin:
pollution of: - surface and
_Bround iiter that pollutes prij .
‘vate wells, she said. 7171 -
‘The **hugd’™ quaiititiés” of
“water “ treate ““extedsive -sumit
‘mer peak defbands on’ watef
Suppues.n NPT N ) 'r
Housing developers clear cut
trees and remove top soil for
off-site sales, creating property
that has no shade and insuffi-
cient topsoil to support lawns,
Pannetier wrote. “This is a reci:
pe for high water demand.” !



Commumtles
face deadline
for US rules on

storm runoff

By James L. Frankdin
GLOBE STAFF .

There are 171 uties andtownsmMassachusetts,
including 22 locaily, that must comply with new
storm water rules releasedthlsyearbythe US Envi-
ronmental Protectign Agency. -

As a resultfgaen some comparat.ively small
townsthatarenearmore urbanized areas must pre-
pare a detailed plan for dealing with fllegal sewer
connections and curbing the runoff from streets and
parlunglotsbythet:me ﬂlenﬂeamkeﬁllleffectm
2003,

“Initially, it shouldn't cost a great deal of money,
said Eileen Pannetier, president of Cgmprehensive
Environmental Inc., & Dedham-based consulting
firm.

“"But for communities that are already under
court orders because of water-related envirorimen-
tal problems and are situated near sensitive water
gources, the new rules could be much more expen-
sive, In some cases, once they take full effect, the
rules would require treatment of runoff from new or
redesigned streets and other impervious surfaces,

Pannetier’s firm, the Charles River Watershed
Association, and the environmental studies program
of Brandeis University in Waltham will he cospon-
soring a workshop for local officials Tuesday at the
university.

A handful of communities are already desling
| with the rules, formally called Phase 2 Stormwater
' Regulations, but many others are just learning that
t they must comply with the regulations,

' The preliminary list of towns was published in
. the Federal Register, based on US Census defini-
| tions of urbanized areas from the 1996 census, Cur-

i rently, the affected towns locally are:

Acton, Andover, Arlington, Bedford, Belmont,
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